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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. (RDI)
is a volunteer, non-profit, professional
search dog organization that provides
multi-trained search dogs to locate people
missing in the wilderness, urban, water,
avalanche, or disaster situations. RDI is
on call 24 hours a day. Through a voice
messaging system, the request for services may be
made by any
law enforcement agency.
Time can be
very critical
when a person is reported missing. A quick
response
means the
difference in
finding lost
people alive.
With pagers, the RDI coordinator can respond within minutes.

persons, young children or elderly persons,
drowning, avalanche, potential suicide victims, or persons trapped from a natural
disaster.

RDI teams consist of a handler and his/her
dog who donate their time and resources
to train in wilderness, avalanche, disaster,
urban, evidence/body recovery and water
searching. Each dog/handler team must
meet rigid standards in air scent search,
tracking, canine obedience, mountaineering skills and first aid. Since an emergency
can occur at any time, the handler maintains a constant state of readiness, able to
respond at a moment’s notice. Teams are
capable of working day or night, under
most weather conditions and work well with
other types of search resources.
RDI will respond to many situations including: hikers or hunters late in arriving home,
overdue cross country skiers or snowmobilers, mentally or physically handicapped

For further information contact Rocky
Mountain Rescue Dogs at:

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog

The Scentinal is published for the benefit of
law enforcement agencies and the general
public interested in canine search and rescue. Contributors
opinions and statements do not necessarily reflect the
views of RDI and the
appearance of advertisements does not
constitute RDI endorsement. Rocky
Mountain Rescue
Dogs encourages
contributions, but
assumes no responsibility for unsolicited
material. Address
contributions to
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs- Scentinal.

Emergency Callout 1-800-327-DOGS
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National K9 of the Year: Panzer
By: Janet Yatchak

A rural Montana woman walked away from her
home, into the mountain wilderness, wearing light
clothing. As a winter storm developed, with temperatures hovering in the 20’s, family members attempted to find the woman without success.
Shortly thereafter, man trackers from the Sheriff’s
office attempted to follow the tracks, again without
success.
The woman had been missing for 22 hours upon
the arrival of K9 Panzer and me. Little hope was
held for finding the woman alive, based on the
amount of exposure and the freezing temperatures
I started Panzer, and he proceeded to
track the woman, up the mountain,
through the deadfalls, across the skree
slopes, over the ridges, and down the
cliff faces.

She said that she knew that when Panzer approached, that he wasn’t a Wolf ‘because she saw
his halo’ (light stick) and she ‘refused to let go’ as
Panzer gave ‘her kisses’.
The Flathead County Sherriff’s office subsequently
issued a “Life Saving Medal” to Panzer and his
search team, for all of our ‘personal sacrifice and
dedication under extreme search conditions’.
The woman had been found 29 hours after she
had walked away from her home, in only a t-shirt,
sweat pants and tennis shoes. Panzer and his
team had trailed the woman for 7
hours and over 5 miles, through the
mountains, in a snow storm, and unbelievably, she was ALIVE.
Owner/Trainer/Handler: Janet
Yatchak

The weather was severe with the sleet
and snow, often making direct tracking
impossible. Panzer would circle me and
my flankers, until he re-acquired the
track.

Contact Information:
Address: PO Box 3091, Columbia
Falls, Montana 59912
Phone: 406-270-8213

We encountered Mountain Lion and
Wolf tracks during the search.

Email: northforkk9sar@centurytel.net

After about 7 hours and more than 5
circuitous miles, Panzer picked up the woman’s
scent and was off at a run, to home in on her. At
least five times he would race back to us, urging us
to hurry that last half mile, through the deep snow,
to the woman he had found!
When we arrived at where Panzer had taken us
and was barking, we found the woman huddled
beneath a tree, almost catatonic. Unbelievably she
was alive! With the woman unable to move, we
worked at getting her dry and warm, and ready for
transportation by snowmobile, to a waiting ambulance a few miles away.
When the woman was able to recount her ordeal,
she explained how she had become disoriented,
how she had encountered the Wolves, and how
she had finally given up and sat under the tree to
die.

NASAR Certifications

•

Canine SARTECH I – Area

Canine Human Remains Detection – Water
(Swift – Type I)

•
•

Canine SARTECH II – Trailing

Canine Human Remains Detection – Land
(Type III and Other)

•
•

Canine Disaster Responder

Canine Disaster Responder – Human Remains
Detection

•
•

Canine Avalanche Responder

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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2007-2008 Trainings

In the past 12 months RMRD held the following trainings:

Avalanche
Winter Survival
Disaster search training
Helicopter training
Orienteering, Navigation
Search Training tactics
Tracking seminar with Mark Holmes
Cadaver / HRD Training
Water search training
1st Aid / CPR training
Obedience and Agility training
K9 Health
Equipment
Mock Searches day
Mock Searches night
Communications
GPS

Trainings are held weekly and monthly in various locations around the
State.
If you are interested in participating in any of our trainings go to our
website www.rockymountainrescuedogs.net for more details.

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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In Loving Memory…
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs lost two beloved members this year. They will be forever
treasured in our hearts, minds, and thoughts.

Tommy “Tom” Kinsman
Tommy "Tom" Kinsman passed away on February 6th 2008. He
was preceded in death by his brother, Dennis Kinsman and his father, Eugene Kinsman. He leaves behind a wife, Synethia "Cindy"
Kinsman, a son, Christopher Kinsman, daughter, Brandy Kinsman,
stepson, Anthony Gotier, stepdaughter, Alishia Willardson and his
mother, Martha Kinsman. He also leaves behind Tim Kinsman,
Chester Kinsman, David Kinsman, sisters, Rene McCall, Becky
Leoncini, Alice Baker, Irene Snow, Margie Erisman, three grandchildren, Keegan Smith, Saadig Gotiear and Rownin Willardson, along
with many nieces and nephews. He deeply loved life and strived to
be better. He will be deeply missed by all. A volunteer in Rocky
Mountain Rescue Dogs, Tom has a phenomenal sense of humor,
and a great respect for others.
He was elected to the Board of Directors twice. He set the standard
for Associate members and acted as one who wanted it done right,
or not at all. Tom specialized in Human tracking, and was working on intertwining the disciplines
of Human-led, and K-9-led tracking. Tom had recently continued his education towards Law
School, and was very excited to see that dream realized. He was a dedicated Husband, Father,
and Friend. We miss you Tom.
Kellie M. Finch
Kellie M. Finch Passed away unexpectedly July 11, 2008 in
Layton, UT. Lovingly survived by husband, James Healis of
Layton, UT; parents, Randall and Susan Finch of Folsom; brother,
Timothy Finch and wife, Kim of Discovery Bay; sister, Lindsey Jasper of Folsom; nieces, Holly Jasper and Megan Finch; nephews,
Derek Jasper and Matthew Finch; grandfather, Lee L. McFarland
of Jackson; and numerous uncles, aunts, cousins, friends, and
pets. She was preceded in death by grandmothers, Olwen
McFarland and Jane Finch. Native of Los Gatos, CA. Graduate of
Presentation High School. Valued member of Rocky Mountain
Rescue Dogs. Age 31. She was dearly loved, light-hearted and
life-loving with a spirit of adventure. We will treasure the gift of her
life forever.

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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Demonstration Hours 2008
DATE
LOCATION
1/18/2008 COSGRIFF SCHOOL

No. TYPE
15 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1/25/2008 COSGRIFF SCHOOL

15 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

3

2

2/25/2008 FOX 13
4/2/2008 ROWLAND HALL
4/10/2008 BABY ANIMAL DAYS
4/11/2008 BABY ANIMAL DAYS
4/12/2008 BABY ANIMAL DAYS

NEWS STORY
64 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
50 FAIR
100 FAIR
230 FAIR

6
2
1
2
1

3.5
2
2
2
2

5/2/2008 NORTH STAR ACADEMY

30 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

3

2.5

05/09/08 BOYS/GIRLS CLUB PC

23 CLUB

3

3.5

50 BOY SCOUT MEETING

3

2

07/17/2008 KAYSVILLE

NUMBER OF MEMBERS
4

HOURS
2

Donations 2007-2008
Major Sponsor

Honorary RDI Sponsor

Friends of Search Dogs

Community Shares

Dottie Weaver

G V Arrell

Echman Parkinson Empey
Masonic Lodge of Utah

Marie Ginman

Noblis Lauraleen O’Connor
Symantec
Shopko Foundation

We are grateful for the donations received this past year. RD is a volunteer, non-profit professional search
dog organization. With the donations received we were able to purchase state of the art GPS units for each
K9 team. We also acquired 2 new lap top computers. With this equipment we can download each search
teams GPS search track log at the end of a search to evaluate areas that need further searching. If you
would like to make a contribution please refer to the back page of this news letter.
Thank you for your contributions.
Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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I would like to help contribute to
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
Please accept my donation of:
_____ $500.00 or more

Major Sponsor

_____ $100.00- $499.99

Honorary RMRD Sponsor

_____ $50.00 – $99.00

Search Dog Sponsor

_____ $5.00 - $49.00

Friends of Search Dog

From:
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
\Mail to:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
3359 South Main #122
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

