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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. (RDI) is a
volunteer, non-profit, professional search dog
organization that provides multi-trained
search dogs to locate people missing in the
wilderness, urban, water, avalanche, or disaster situations. RDI is on call 24 hours a
day. Through a voice messaging system, the
request for services may be made by any law
enforcement agency. Time can be very critical when a person is reported missing. A
quick response means the difference in finding lost people alive. With pagers, the RDI
coordinator can respond within minutes.
RDI teams consist of a handler and his/her
dog who donate their time and resources to
train in wilderness, avalanche, disaster, urban, evidence/body recovery and water
searching. Each dog/handler team must
meet rigid standards in air scent search,
tracking, canine obedience, mountaineering
skills and first aid. Since an emergency can
occur at any time, the handler maintains a

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog

constant state of readiness, able to respond
at a moment’s notice. Teams are capable of
working day or night, under most weather
conditions and work well with other types of
search resources.
RDI will respond to many situations including:
hikers or hunters late arriving home, overdue
cross country skiers or snowmobilers, mentally or physically handicapped persons,
young children or elderly persons, drowning,
avalanche, potential suicide victims, or persons trapped from a natural disaster.
The Scentinal is published for the benefit of
law enforcement agencies and the general
public interested in canine search and rescue. For further information contact Rocky
Mountain Rescue Dogs at:
Emergency Callout 1-800-327-DOGS (3647)
Non Emergency/Information 801-241-0250.
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Team Members

Barb Altum and Canine Partner Kozi
Barb started with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc, in June of 1983. She originally got
involved to keep Jingo active during the summer. Jingo was the first avalanche dog at
Alta, and both soon discovered they really liked working year round. Jingo and Barb
searched all over the West, Montana, Idaho, Colorado and Nevada along with Utah.
Jingo also attended the first disaster training school in Bozeman, Montana, when the
SAR community began gearing up for disasters after the Mexico City earthquake. Barb
and Jingo, along with the rest of RMRD teams, were on standby to go to Mexico City.
Barb lost Jingo to cancer in 1991.
Marley was her second dog, she was supposed to learn from Jingo, but unfortunately,
Jingo passed over the Rainbow Bridge a month prior to Marley’s arrival. Marley was totally different from Jingo and much more difficult to train. She was hyper active and very
independent so everyone really helped train her. Barb wasn’t sure she was going to be a
good search dog, but Marley proved her by having a find to her credit before she was retired at 5 ½ years of age due to eye problems.
After Marley retired, Barb worked her next dog Bailey for two years, until Kozi, the runt of
Bailey’s second litter arrived. Kozi got Momma’s height and length and Dad’s bigger bone
build and is now one hundred pounds of snuggler! Kozi has been the best dog, a great
combination of both Jingo’s and Marley’s qualities. Lots more energy than Jingo, but
much more responsive to humans than Marley was. Kozi also trained for the FEMA disaster team and missed going to New York City in September 2001 by a short straw! Kozi
has responded to many searches in her career with 2 finds to her credit and has given
her all in everyone. Kozi’s last big search was at 11 years of age in Canyonlands National Park and for an 11 year old dog, she worked two days and covered 9 miles. Kozi
officially retired at the end of October 2008 from active field work but still does demos
and loves being around kids and adults.

Mindy Badovinatz and Canine Partner Tikki
Mindy and Tikki have been with RMRD for almost 6 years. Tikki is Mindy’s first SAR
dog and has shown an outstanding work ethic and desire to search for people. Tikki
and Mindy have been trained in multiple types of search, including: area, trailing, water,
avalanche, and cadaver. Mindy has been a Veterinary Technician for the past 10
years, but is currently attending school to get a degree in human medicine as a Respiratory Therapist. When Tikki and Mindy aren't busy with school and work, they enjoy hiking
and swimming whenever possible.
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Cole Brock, “Ocho” and Canine Partner Luca
Cole is 27 years old, and the youngest member of Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs. His partner
Luca is a 4 year old black and tan German Shepherd who is in Cole’s opinion the greatest German Shepherd ever. If you don’t believe Cole, ask Luca and he’ll tell you himself. Cole joined
Rocky Mountain Rescue dogs in 2007, and he and Luca are one of the newest certified teams.
Cole is an EMT I with advanced cardiac and pediatric certifications. He has been in EMS since
2001, and was involved in the Trolley Square incident as one of the first entering medical teams.
Cole holds a B.A. degree in Criminal Justice and Spanish, is bilingual in English and Spanish, and
loves the outdoors. He is a Jeep aficionado who loves rock climbing and repelling. Cole thrives on
humor and jokes and believes laughter is always the best medicine. “Coffee is a staple in life and
should not be taken lightly.”

Niels Clark and Canine Partner Moezus
Niels has been in Canine Search and Rescue since 1993. He began search and rescue with his
first dog, Ruger, a German Shepherd. Moezus is Niels’ second search and rescue dog. Moezus is
a Redbone-Coonhound. Neils and Moezus are certified as a Level III team with Rocky Mountain
Rescue Dogs. Niels enjoys all aspects of the outdoors.

Tricia Cox and Canine Partner Chloe
Tricia Cox is a California native. She moved too Utah in 2001 and began training with Rocky
Mountain Rescue Dogs in 2003 becoming a member in 2004 with her canine partner Chloe.
Chloe is a 6 year old Golden Retriever that loves search work and finding people.

Dee Dillman and Canine Partner Pastis
Dee and Pastis joined RMRD in March 2006 and became members in January 2007. Pastis
started when she was just a puppy and loves everything about search work. If she didn’t search,
Dee would be doing marathon training to keep her busy. She excels at agility, article searching,
building searching and wilderness. Her mode of working is to do figure eights out in front of Dee
and out to the sides about 100 yards. She chooses the track or air that she thinks is the most direct. Dee has seen her hit the track while doing a grid search and take off on the track or leave a
track to go straight to the victim or even jumping to a hotter section of track. Dee used to have a
difficult time determining her search strategy, but always trusts her and allows her to search her
way. Dee and Pastis are certified as a Level III Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog team as well as Tactical Tracking Teams, Level II Area Searching and Level III Tracking with NASAR. Dee is fortunate
to be self-employed with many clients who support his need to leave at a moment’s notice to attend a search.
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Marie Ginman and Canine Partner Guinness
Marie became a certified K9 SAR handler in 2006 with her first dog Kahlua a young Catahoula Leopard Dog. Marie and Kahlua finished a 5 day tracking/trailing course with TTT
in Californian in 2008.
A year ago she found her new partner Guinness, a 15 month old male BloodhoundLabrador from Mississippi, who she started training as an 8 week old puppy. From the
start it was obvious that Guinness was a natural tracker and a great dog. They were just
certified as a level II team with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs. Marie is also certified with
National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) as a SARTECH II and Guinness is
a certified NASAR Canine Sartech II.
Marie has participated in many searches and Guinness just went on his first search for 2
days in Farmington Canyon.
Marie and Guinness train 2-4 times a week, mostly tracks that have aged 5-14 days. It is
an honor to be called out to help find a missing person. We live and love to search.

Scott Hammond and Canine Partner Dusty
Scott is a candidate in RMRD and his dog Dusty is a pure bred Golden Retriever. After
many years hiking and skiing in the mountains of northern Utah, Scott began training as
a search and rescue volunteer in 2008. Professionally Scott works as a professor and
administrator in the Woodbury School of Business at Utah Valley University. When not
training for search, it is Dusty's goal to rid the world of the evil menace of ground squirrel.

Jan Holley and Canine Partner Scout
Jan Holley and Scout are currently a Level II team with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs.
They are certified in the following areas: , NASAR Sartech II, NASAR Canine Sartech II,
Area Search Dog, Non-Discriminating NASAR Canine Sartech III, Trailing Search Dog
TTT Level I-Basic Trailing Discipline, AKC Canine Good Citizen. Jan is also a RMRD
Board Member for 2009-2010.

Cindy Kinsman and Canine Partners Rutger and Lacy
Synethia (Cindy) Kinsman has been in Search and Rescue for over 5 years with both
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs and Tooele County Search and Rescue. She is certified to
evaluate dogs as Canine Good Citizens for the AKC. She also has earned a certification
as a Veterinary Assistant. She is also a trainer and evaluator for Healing Paws dogs for
Tooele County.

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog

AU G U ST 200 9

T H E SC EN T IN A L

PAGE 5

Darrick Manus (KE7VFK) and Canine Partner Wahsatch
Darrick is an associate member and is currently working on becoming a certified handler
with his 2 year old Golden Retriever, Wahsatch. Darrick’s current responsibilities include
over-seeing real-time tracking capabilities for the group during searches as well as analyzing track log data from handlers returning from the field. He is also one of our “tech
gurus” with working knowledge of many TOPO software programs such as Alltopo, Garmin Mapsource and Basecamp, Terrain Navigator and Topo USA.

Andre’ Mecham and Canine Partner Barley
Andre’ Meacham and Lady “Barley” Blue became members of Rocky Mountain Rescue
Dogs in March of 2001 and have continuously maintained a position on the call-out list
since. Andre’s background growing up along the Wasatch Front has included skiing,
rock climbing, hiking, biking and backpacking; all which have developed and honed skills
essential for search and rescue operations. Barley is a nine year old Chocolate Labrador
Retriever who has only known and loved her job as a search and rescue canine, especially the avalanche work.“You can run, but you can’t hide.” - Fide Canem

Gary Mills and Canine Partner Ashley
Ashley, Gary’s canine partner, is a Husky/Lab mix. Ashley will be 4 years old in August. Gary and Ashley have worked in K-9 search and rescue over 2 years. They
have trained mostly in cadaver, tracking and wilderness.

Dave Richards and Canine Partner Duncan
Dave joined Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs in 1995 with his first dog, Cowboy, a border
collie. Together, they were deployed on about 40 searches, mostly wilderness. They
were also on Utah Task Force 1 and were deployed to both the World Trade Centers and
Katrina. Cowboy was certified through FEMA as a Type 1 dog, which was the highest
certification. He was the first Type 1 dog in Utah. Dave is still a canine search specialist
with UTTF1 under the Department of Homeland Security, with his second dog, a border
collie named Duncan. Duncan has been a Level III dog with Rocky Mountain Rescue
Dogs since 2008. Dave has held various positions with Rocky Mountain, including three
elected terms on its management committee and two terms on its board of directors. He
was born and raised in Utah. He holds a marketing degree from the University of Utah
and later obtained a juris doctorate. He has been practicing law in Salt Lake, where he is
a partner with Christensen & Jensen, P.C. He defends governmental entities, including
firefighters, peace officers, ambulance services, dispatch centers, and other such entities. He and his wife Aymee live in Holladay, Utah with Duncan and their newest family member, Buddha, a Golden Retriever.
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Kacy Robinson-Manus and Canine Partner Uintah
Kacy and Uintah joined Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs in 2006 and were just recently
certified as a Level II team. Uintah is a 4 year old Golden Retriever who always lives up
to her name. Uintah absolutely loves people, especially kids. There is no greater reward
for her than to come to the end of a trail and find someone waiting there for her. Her specialty is wilderness and article searches, but she also enjoys water recovery, disaster
searches, building searches, avalanche, and tracking. She is currently working on her
Level III certification. Kacy holds a Masters Degree in Forensic Computer Investigations
from the University of New Haven, and manages PetsFirst! Wellness Center in Brigham
City, Utah.

Karen Stagnaro and Canine Partner Kane
Karen and Kane are one of the newest members of Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs. They
were both certified as a Level II team this summer. Kane loves navigating the agility
equipment as well as any obstacle he may encounter in the wilderness. Karen works as a
pediatric nurse at a local hospital when not training or searching with Kane.

Adam Swillinger and Canine Partner Woody
Adam and his canine partner Woody have been with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs for
three years. Woody is a 4 year old mixed breed. Currently, Adam and Woody are certified as a Level II team as well as completing Tactical Trailing Courses 1 and 2. Adam is
also a National Red Cross Lieutenant, Civil Air Patrol Member, a member of National Association of Search and Rescue, and has completed Wilderness Fire Safety courses, and
First Responder training. He has also served as a Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs Management Trainee.

Laurie Underwood and Canine Partner Maya
Laurie and Maya have been members of Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs since 2004.
Maya is a 7 year old Mixed Breed who Laurie calls a Black and Tan Maya Shepherd, because she is some sort of shepherd/herding mix. Maya’s first love is wilderness/air scent
work, but she also loves the snow/avalanche work. Maya likes to give her subjects a lick
on the face before she leaves them to go back to Laurie. If Maya can't make contact with
the subject she does not like to leave them. Laurie is 32 years old and has lived in Utah
most of her life. Her dad worked for the US Forest Service, and she grew up in Utah
camping/hiking/fishing/boating or skiing almost every weekend. Laurie has always enjoyed working with animals and has a special interest in dog behavior/operant conditioning.
Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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John Warner and Canine Partner Sage
John has been involved in search and rescue since late 2006 and started training
with RMRD in late 2007. John's search partner is a female German Shepherd named
Sage. John and Sage have been training primarily for Area and Tracking searches,
as well as some cadaver training.

Russ Smith
Russ is an associate with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs and has been with the group
since 2007. Russ provides Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs with state of the art satellite communication systems to aid in searches where there is no available cell phone
service.

Alan Wright (KC7YFJ) and Canine Partner Heidi
Alan is a Level III handler with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs. His partner Heidi, a
German Shepherd, is also Level III certified in Wilderness/Area searches, tracking,
disaster, water recovery, and avalanche searches. Alan is responsible for all radio
equipment and communications within the group. Alan has been with Rocky Mountain
Rescue Dogs since 2003.
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Search Missions 2009
Davis County

Canyonlands National Park

Emery County

Summit County

Certifications 2009

Cole Brock and
Luka

Kacy Robinson-Manus
and Uintah

Karen Stagnaro
and Kane

Level II

Level II

Level II
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Community Demonstrations 2009
ATK

Davis County Search and Rescue

Community Shares

Cosgrove Elementary School

East Sandy Elementary School

Donations 2009

Community Shares

United Way New York

Lauralene O’Connor

Noblis

Dottie Weaver

We are grateful for the donations we have received. Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs is a volunteer, non-profit
professional search dog organization. If you would like to make a contribution please refer to the back page of
this newsletter.
Thank you for your contributions.
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Salt Lake City, UT 84115
3359 South Main #122

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc.
I would like to help contribute to
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
Please accept my donation of:
_____ $500.00 or more

Major Sponsor

_____ $100.00- $499.99

Honorary RMRD Sponsor

_____ $50.00 – $99.00

Search Dog Sponsor

_____ $5.00 - $49.00

Friends of Search Dog

From:
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
\Mail to:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
3359 South Main #122
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

