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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. (RDI) is a
volunteer, non-profit, professional search dog
organization that provides multi-trained
search dogs to locate people missing in the
wilderness, urban, water, avalanche, or disaster situations. RDI is on call 24 hours a
day. Through a voice messaging system, the
request for services may be made by any law
enforcement agency. Time can be very critical when a person is reported missing. A
quick response means the difference in finding lost people alive. With pagers, the RDI
coordinator can respond within minutes.
RDI teams consist of a handler and his/her
dog who donate their time and resources to
train in wilderness, avalanche, disaster, urban, evidence/body recovery and water
searching. Each dog/handler team must
meet rigid standards in air scent search,
tracking, canine obedience, mountaineering
skills and first aid. Since an emergency can
occur at any time, the handler maintains a
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constant state of readiness, able to respond
at a moment’s notice. Teams are capable of
working day or night, under most weather
conditions and work well with other types of
search resources.
RDI will respond to many situations including:
hikers or hunters late arriving home, overdue
cross country skiers or snowmobilers, mentally or physically handicapped persons,
young children or elderly persons, drowning,
avalanche, potential suicide victims, or persons trapped from a natural disaster.
The Scentinal is published for the benefit of
law enforcement agencies and the general
public interested in canine search and rescue. For further information contact Rocky
Mountain Rescue Dogs at:
Emergency Callout 1-800-327-DOGS (3647)
Non Emergency/Information 801-241-0250.
www.rockymountainrescuedogs.net
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New Technology Aids Search Teams
partner and area covered.
During training missions, handlers can utilize the
handheld units and tracking collars to determine
where each canine’s strengths and weaknesses
are in order to refine training techniques and utilize each team to maximum efficiency during
search missions.

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs Team Members training with
members of the Civil Air Patrol in Eagle Mountain

The main advantage of utilizing the Garmin Astros and tracking collars is the real-time tracking
capabilities that incident command now has for
each of the teams deployed in the field. It also
allows incident command to visually see what areas have and have not been covered by search
teams to ensure all areas are properly covered.

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs has embraced this
new technology and is adapting to new search
As technology continues to improve, search and
techniques and strategies in order to maximize
rescue teams can take advantage of new prodefficiency in training and during search missions.
ucts to assist in training and to help incident comRocky Mountain Rescue dogs will continue seekmanders during searches. This new technology
ing new ways to improve training and education
also allows search teams to continue educating
for each team member which will allow them to
the public and other agencies such as the Civil
better serve the communities in which they live.
Air Patrol.
With funds donated by the Masons, Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs has acquired three Garmin Astro handheld GPS units, and six tracking collars
to aid in search and rescue training and search
missions. This new technology will allow teams to
fully cover search areas as well as aid in training
missions.
Tracking collars are worn by canine team members and serve as a lifeline between handlers and
their dogs as well as incident commanders and
teams deployed in the search field. The handheld
GPS units are utilized by handlers in the field to
know their exact position and to record critical
search data such as the location of their canine
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RDI Team Members Locate Missing Man in
Nevada
On October 6, 2009, Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs,
Inc. was contacted by West Wendover, Nevada Police
Department to assist in the search for a missing person, Frayne “John” Shouse. Mr. Shouse had been
missing for approximately 10 days. His last known
location was 15 miles south of Wendover, where his
truck was located by the Elko County Sheriff’s Office.
He was reported missing on Monday, September 28,
2009, but had not been seen by his wife since Saturday, September 26, 2009.
Rocky Mountain team members arrived October 7,
2009 and were briefed by the Police Department.
Chief Ron Supp and Detective Donald Burnum
briefed team members as to the point last seen, the
victim’s description and photograph, medical conditions, possible state of mind, and prior search strategies conducted by both the Elko County Sheriff’s Office as well as the West Wendover, Police Department.
Mr. Shouse had a history of depression, had not taken
his medication prior to going missing, had high blood
pressure, and was an alcoholic. His wife checked his
credit card transactions from Saturday, September 26,
2009, whereupon she discovered he had purchased a
bottle of vodka and a six pack of beer from the local
Chevron Station. His wife mentioned he had gone
missing on other occasions in the same basic location, but was always able to walk to the road where he
could get in contact with her. On a previous occasion,
he walked three miles before contacting her. His wife
also informed us he was wearing short khaki pants, a
t-shirt, socks and flip-flops.

team first. This would allow them to do a scent inventory and determine if there was a direction of
travel. While she was beginning her search, Jan
Holley and Darrick Manus deployed the other responding teams. The following teams were each
given an area to search: Scott Hammond, Adam
Swillinger and Woody, Dee Dillman and Pastis, Jan
Holley and Scout, and Kacy Robinson-Manus and
Uintah.
Kacy and Uintah were given the southern most
area. Upon entering her search area, Uintah began
alerting and leading Kacy toward their search
boundary, Highway 93. Approximately 1.3 miles into
the search, Uintah and Kacy arrived at Highway 93.
As they approached the highway, Uintah continued
to alert. She then ran across the highway where she
located Mr. Shouse. Unfortunately, he was deceased. Kacy and Uintah located him in 1 hour and
2 minutes of searching. He was 1.6 miles from his
truck.
Kacy and Uintah have been certified Since June of
2009 as a Level II Team. Uintah is a four year old
Golden Retriever. Kacy manages PetsFirst! Wellness Center in Brigham City, Utah. They are honored to help bring closer to his family.

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog team member, Darrick
Manus constructed maps of the area, and a search
strategy was determined. West Wendover Police Department allowed the teams to determine the search
strategy to maximize the efficiency of their canine
partners.
Teams were then taken to the area Mr. Shouse’s
truck was located. Jan Holley, working as the Level III
Incident Commander, determined it was best to send

Kacy Robinson-Manus and Uintah at the West Wendover
search for Mr. Frayne “John” Shouse
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Search Missions 2009
Davis County
Cache County
Canyonlands National Park
Emery County
Summit County
Salt Lake County
Washington Country
West Wendover City, Nevada

Certifications 2009

Mike Seely and
Josie

Jan Halley and
Scout

Marie Ginman and
Guinness

Level II

Level III

Level III
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Community Demonstrations 2009
ATK
Davis County Search and Rescue
Community Shares
Cosgrove Elementary School
East Sandy Elementary School
Hill Air Force Base
Methodist Church, Brigham City Utah
Provo

Donations 2009

Community Shares

United Way New York

Lauralene O’Connor

Noblis

Dottie Weaver

Masons

We are grateful for the donations we have received. Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs is a volunteer, non-profit
professional search dog organization. If you would like to make a contribution please refer to the back page of
this newsletter.
Thank you for your contributions.
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Salt Lake City, UT 84115
3359 South Main #122

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc.
I would like to help contribute to
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
Please accept my donation of:
_____ $500.00 or more

Major Sponsor

_____ $100.00- $499.99

Honorary RMRD Sponsor

_____ $50.00 – $99.00

Search Dog Sponsor

_____ $5.00 - $49.00

Friends of Search Dog

From:
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
\Mail to:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
3359 South Main #122
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

