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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. (RDI) is a
volunteer, non-profit, professional search dog
organization that provides multi-trained
search dogs to locate people missing in the
wilderness, urban, water, avalanche, or disaster situations. RDI is on call 24 hours a
day. Through a voice messaging system, the
request for services may be made by any law
enforcement agency. Time can be very critical when a person is reported missing. A
quick response means the difference in finding lost people alive. With pagers, the RDI
coordinator can respond within minutes.
RDI teams consist of a handler and his/her
dog who donate their time and resources to
train in wilderness, avalanche, disaster, urban, evidence/body recovery and water
searching. Each dog/handler team must
meet rigid standards in air scent search,
tracking, canine obedience, mountaineering
skills and first aid. Since an emergency can
occur at any time, the handler maintains a

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog

constant state of readiness, able to respond
at a moment’s notice. Teams are capable of
working day or night, under most weather
conditions and work well with other types of
search resources.
RDI will respond to many situations including:
hikers or hunters late arriving home, overdue
cross country skiers or snowmobilers, mentally or physically handicapped persons,
young children or elderly persons, drowning,
avalanche, potential suicide victims, or persons trapped from a natural disaster.
The Scentinal is published for the benefit of
law enforcement agencies and the general
public interested in canine search and rescue. For further information contact Rocky
Mountain Rescue Dogs at:
Emergency Callout 1-800-327-DOGS (3647)
Non Emergency/Information 801-241-0250.
www.rockymountainrescuedogs.net
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Search, Track, Find, Up, Over, Come!!!

Of all the commands we use with our canine partners on searches the best command we have is our
newest...our INCIDENT COMMAND.
For the past three years, Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. has worked hard and inspired to have our
new Search Trailer completed.
With a generous donation by Val Green and his family on behalf of the Val E. Green & Edith D. Green
Foundation, Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. was able to fund and complete our new Incident Command Center.
This mobile Incident Command Center will allow Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. to provide communications between search agencies and law enforcement, provide space and transport for supplies, and administer medical care and provide shelter to victims, team members and our canine partners.
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. would also like to thank Kevin Smith for donating countless hours and
funds to help the team finish the Incident Command Center. Without his help, the trailer would not be
complete.
With this type of support from our community, we are reminded that there are many elements to a successful search. Without their support, Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. could not have a successful canine search and rescue team.
Thank you to the Greens and Kevin Smith for their support.
Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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Training Missions 2012

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog

PAGE 3

PAGE 4

T H E SC EN T IN A L

D EC E MB ER 20 12

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Team Members

Barb Altum and Canine Partner Sunni
Barb began working with Rocky Mountain in 1983. She has had the privilege of working with several different search and rescue dogs over her distinguished career and has helped several new
members train and become successful members of the team. Barb is also credited with several
finds during her search career and in her work with FEMA. Currently, Barb is working with her new
search dog, Sunni. Sunni is an eighteen month old German Shepherd. Barb also serves as the
Financial member of Rocky Mountain’s Board of Directors. As such, Barb is responsible for all the
fundraising efforts and financial records of the team. Barb also is the team’s liaison between Community Shares of Utah and Rocky Mountain.

Cole Brock and Canine Partner Luca
Cole joined Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs in 2007. His partner, Luca, is a 7 year old black and tan
German Shepherd who is, in Cole’s opinion, the greatest German Shepherd ever. Cole and Luca
were certified in 2009. Cole is a police officer with Salt Lake City Police Department and holds a
B.A. degree in Criminal Justice and Spanish. Cole is also an EMT and continues to aid Rocky
Mountain in first aid and medical training. He is bilingual in English and Spanish, and loves the
outdoors. He is a Jeep aficionado who loves rock climbing and repelling. Cole thrives on humor
and jokes and believes laughter is always the best medicine.

Dee Dillman and Canine Partner Pastis
Dee and Pastis joined RMRD in March 2006 and became members in January 2007. Pastis
started when she was just a puppy and loves everything about search work. If she didn’t search,
Dee would be doing marathon training to keep her busy. She excels at agility, article searching,
building searching and wilderness. Her mode of working is to do figure eights out in front of Dee
and out to the sides about 100 yards. She chooses the track or air that she thinks is the most direct. If she finds the track while doing a grid search then she takes off on the track or if she is
tracking to leave the track to go straight to the victim or jumps to a hotter section of track. Dee
used to have a difficult time determining her search strategy, but always trusts her and allows her
to search her way. Dee and Pastis are certified as a Level III Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog team
as well as Tactical Tracking Teams, Level II Area Searching and Level III Tracking with NASAR.
Dee is fortunate to be self-employed with many clients who support his need to leave at a moment’s notice to attend a search.
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Dan Evans
As the team First Aid Instructor, Dan began with the team in the fall of 2010. Dan has been working in Emergency Services since 1995 as a certified Utah EMT-I, EMT Instructor and AHA Instructor; teaching EMS topics for the past 7 years. His personal studies have been in mass casualty
incidents, Incident Command Systems, EMS logistics, and ambulance operations. In 2000 Dan
received the National Star of Life award by the American Ambulance Association and was the
EMS Venue Commander for the 2002 Olympic Games hockey venues. With a passion for climbing peaks, experiences have given Dan the direction in life of: backcountry safety, avalanche studies, high angle rescue techniques and an extreme love for the wilderness. Nothing beats a camping trip with his wonderful wife and two four-legged kids! His current goal is to hike the tallest peak
in each of the 50 states. With the love of the outdoors, dogs, being an Eagle Scout and saving
lives, it only makes sense Dan is working search and rescue with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs.

Marie Ginman and Canine Partner Guinness
Marie became a certified K9 SAR handler in 2006 with her first dog Kahlua. In 2008 she found her
new partner Guinness, a male "Blab" (Bloodhound-Labrador) from Mississippi, who she started
training as an 8 week old puppy. They are certified as a level III team in tracking/trailing, air scenting and HRD/cadaver with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs. Marie is also certified with National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) as a SARTECH II. As a team they have NASAR Canine Sartech II area and HRD land certifications. Marie is also and NASAR Sartech II evaluator.

Scott Hammond and Canine Partner Dusty
Scott Hammond and his Golden Retriever Dusty are Level III area search certified with some experience in tracking and HRD. They have been active in SAR since 2008. Hammond also is a professor and researches lost person behavior in work, life and the wilderness.

Amir Haskic and Canine Partner Anny
Amir is currently a candidate for the Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs and has been involved since
February, 2010. His K-9 partner Anny is a puppy mix of Timber Wolf and Husky. Amir's background includes being a law enforcement officer in the Former Yugoslavia and a life guard (scuba
diver) in Austria. At this time they are both working on certifications to become a level 2 handler with the team.

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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Jan Holley and Canine Partner Scout
Jan and Scout became members of Rocky Mountain in October of 2008 and are a Level III team.
Scout is a 5 year old golden retriever and has a special talent for tracking/trailing and avalanche work , but she loves anything that she and her handler do together - especially backpacking, hiking, snowshoeing and running. They are certified in the following areas: NASAR Sartech
III; NASAR Sartech II; NASAR Sartech II Evaluator; NASAR Canine Sartech II, Area Search Dog
Non-Discriminating; NASAR Canine Sartech III, Trailing Search Dog; NASAR Canine Human Remains Detection – Land Type Other (Non-Disaster Operations); NASAR Canine Avalanche Responder; TTT Level I-Basic Trailing Discipline; TTT/Georgia K-9 NTC Level II-Intermediate Trailing
Discipline; and AKC Canine Good Citizen. They have attended K-9 training seminars in HRD,
Area and Trailing/Tracking in California, Idaho, Wyoming and Utah from Tactical Tracker Teams,
Georgia K-9 National Training Center, NSDA and NAPWDA.

Brett Jeppesen and Canine Partner Murdock
Brett has a background in dog training, specifically behavior modification. For the past 6 years
Brett has worked as a full time ski patroller and focused on canine avalanche rescue, in 2009 he
certified as a secondary handler for a certified avalanche rescue dog with Wasatch Backcountry
Rescue (WBR). Murdock is a high spirited 2 year old Labrador that lives to play "The Game" In
January 2012 Brett and Murdock attended a 40 hour dog school hosted by Canadian Avalanche
Rescue Dog association (CARDA) and certified as an avalanche rescue team to Canadian standards. One month later Brett and Murdock certified as an operational level rescue team with WBR.
Brett and Murdock became candidates for Rocky Mountain rescue dogs in June 2012. They are
currently working on their level 2 certification and are interested in Human Remains Detection for
the future.

Courtney Lawrence and Canine Partner Oak
Courtney and Oak have been with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs since December 2010 and
became a certified Level II team in September 2012.
Oak is a two and a half year old labradoodle, and has endless energy so search and rescue is
the perfect fit for her.
Courtney is a registered nurse at Primary Children’s Medical Center and is a certified NASAR
SARTECH II.
Oak has shown a natural talent and interest in human remains detection (HRD) work and they
are currently working towards becoming HRD certified team as soon as possible.

Wendy Lee and Canine Partner Tyke
Wendy and Tyke are a Level 2 Operational Certified Team. Nasar Sartech II certified.

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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Gary Mills and Canine Partner Ashley
Ashley, Gary’s canine partner, is a Husky/Lab mix. Ashley is 5 years old. AKC Canine Good Citizen.
Gary and Ashley have worked in K-9 search and rescue for 6 years, starting in the fall of 2006.
They have trained mostly in HRD (cadaver), tracking and wilderness.

Kacy Robinson and Canine Partner Uintah
Kacy and Uintah joined Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs in 2006 and were certified as a Level III
team in April 2011. Uintah is a 7 year old Golden Retriever who lives to search.
Uintah absolutely loves people, especially kids. There is no greater reward for her than to come to
the end of a trail and find someone waiting there for her. Her specialty is wilderness and article
searches, but she also enjoys water recovery, disaster searches, building searches, avalanche,
and tracking.
In October 2009, Uintah located a missing person in West Wendover, aiding the West Wendover
Police Department and the Elko County Sheriff's Office.
Fide canem!

Bret Sayer and Canine Partner Halo
Bret is currently a candidate for the Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs and has been involved since
January 2010.
Bret's K-9 partner is a 11 month old Black Labrador Retriever named Halo. At this time they are
both in basic training working towards certifications to become a level 2 handler team.
Bret is currently certified in the following: NASAR Sartech III and NASAR Sartech II - June 2011,
C.E.R.T Certified 2009.

Mike Seely and Canine Partner Josie
Mike and Josie have been with RMRD for 3 years and are currently a Level 3 team.
Josie is a three year old Borador (Boarder collie Lab Mix), she enjoys being out looking for people,
and their lost toys. She has recovered lost GPS units and other articles.
A Montana native Mike grew up on the mountains in and around Yellowstone. Doing search and
rescue is a shameless excuse to play in the outdoors while helping to give to those who find themselves in some unfortunate circumstances.

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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Russ Smith
Russ is an associate with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs and has been with the group
since 2007. Russ provides Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs with state of the art satellite
communication systems to aid in searches where there is no available cell phone service.

Karen Stagnaro and Canine Partner Sophie
Sophie is a Border Collie Labrador mix and was found roaming the streets of Manti by a dog rescue organization in June of 2011. Shortly thereafter she was adopted by Karen and began having
fun learning how to search. She and Karen passed their level 2 area test in fall of 2012. She loves
to chase balls above all else and has been known to fall asleep with her favorite ball still in her
mouth. She loves using her nose and has been doing well learning how to track and trail.

Desirae Swensen and Canine Partner Stella
Stella is a red and white border collie puppy who is very exuberant about life and loves any job
that you give her. She loves any opportunity to work and her searching is coming by leaps and
bounds. Her Partner, Desirae, is a candidate with RMRD.

Adam Swillinger and Canine Partner Woody
Adam and his canine partner Woody have been with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs for
three years. Woody is a 4 year old mixed breed. Currently, Adam and Woody are certified as a
Level II SAR team, and have completed Tactical Trailing Courses 1 and 2.
Adam is a Lieutenant with the Civil Air Patrol, a First Responder with American Red Cross, a
member of The National Association
of Search and Rescue, and has completed Wilderness Fire Safety Courses and First Responder
Training.
He has also served as a Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs Management
Trainee.
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Andrew and Tierney Syndergaard and Canine Partner Rio
Andrew and Tierney have been working with Rio for over a year and plan to pass their Level II
with him this fall. Rio is a 2 year old, energetic, full Border Collie that is at his happiest when he
has a job to do. Tierney discovered Rio's knack for finding things when she and Andrew were on
their anniversary trip, at Lake Tahoe, having Rio find a boot that he had lost the day before in the
foothills.

John Warner and Canine Partner Sage
John has been involved in search and rescue since late 2006 and started training with RMRD
in late 2007. John's search partner is a female German Shepherd named Sage. John and
Sage have been training primarily for Area and Tracking searches, as well as some cadaver
training.

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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Search Missions 2012

City of Alta
City of Vernal
Dugway
Duchesne County
Garfield County
Weber County

Certifications 2012

Courtney Lawrence
and Oak

Wendy Lee
and Tyke

Karen Stagnaro
and Sophie

Level II

Level III

Level II

Fide Canem...Trust the Dog
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Community Demonstrations 2012

Alta Youth Club
Iron County
Dugway Elementary School
Hawthrone Elementary School
Kane County
Rowland Hall 1st grade
Salt Lake Kennel Club

Donations 2012
Adventure Medical Kits
American Kennel Club

The Masons

We are grateful for the donations we have
received. Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs is a
volunteer, non-profit professional search dog
organization. If you would like to make a
contribution please refer to the back page of
this newsletter.

Kevin Smith

Thank you for your contributions.

Community Shares of Utah
Bonneville Basin Kennel Club
Val A. Green and Edith D. Green Foundation

Truist
Dottie Weaver
Wells Fargo Capital Management
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Midvale, UT 84047
1042 East Fort Union Blvd. #334

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc.
I would like to help contribute to
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
Please accept my donation of:
_____ $500.00 or more

Major Sponsor

_____ $100.00- $499.99

Honorary RMRD Sponsor

_____ $50.00 – $99.00

Search Dog Sponsor

_____ $5.00 - $49.00

Friends of Search Dog

From:
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
\Mail to:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC.
3359 South Main #122
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

